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                                   ±ƻƭǳƳŜ пуΣ bƻΦ у      !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмр 

P`rsnq£r Pdqrodbshud 

H ow was the Youth Gathering? That’s a 
question I’ve heard often in 
the past few days. I’ve 
heard it from church mem-
bers, I’ve heard it from 
friends, from neighbors and 
from colleagues. My re-
sponse is always one word, 
“awesome.” It might sound 
a bit strange for a 58 year 
old man to be using the 
word awesome, but I can’t 
think of any other word to 
describe our week in De-
troit at the National Youth 
Gathering. In fact when 
asked to describe the 2015 
Youth Gathering, words 

seem to fail me.  

What, you might ask, made the Youth Gathering so awe-
some? 

§ Our kids and 30, 000 other youth and adult leaders, who 
worshiped together, served together and just had a 
whole lot of fun together. With these young people as 
future church members and leaders, we have nothing to 
worry about.  

§ Making new friends and working side by side with the 
really good people who live in the neighborhoods of De-
troit.  Although this may sound a bit trite, I can assure 
you we received more from the people of Detroit than 
we were able to give. We worked alongside a young man 
named DJ. DJ is such a hard worker he was right there 
with us cutting down trees and hauling trash to the curb. 
We met Barbara who brought a truck full of snacks to 
the worksite. Snacks to share on a hot July afternoon. 

This was Barbara’s ministry in the community. You see 
not only did Barbara share her trunk full of snacks with 
us, she would drive through the neighborhoods offering 
snacks to children who normally would not get such 
treats.  

§ Bishops, including Bishop Eaton, young people, and old 
people all worked side by side to clean up Detroit. It was 
amazing to look down the street and see blocks of peo-
ple in their orange Youth Gathering t-shirts, all working 
together.  

§ Worship was Spirit-filled. The music was diverse and well 
done. Closing worship on Sunday sent us home ready to 
continue to serve.  

Thank you to youth who taught new ways to have fun, 
taught me to sing and dance even in the rain. Thank you to 
our adult chaperones, some of whom gave up vacation time 
to serve on this trip, thank you to Jason who worked tireless-
ly to pull the whole trip together. And thank you members of 
GSLC who support our youth in prayer and finically and even 
by just being there.  

Rise up!  

Mˉʿʔ Y˛ˤʞ Cʨɳˏndˉʞ! 

ü²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 9ƴŘǎ 

 August 5 

ü¢ŀƛȊŞ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

 Sunday, August 16, in the fellowship hall 

ü!ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

 Sunday, August 16, following worship 

üwŀƭƭȅ 5ŀȅ 

 Sunday, September 13 
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5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ wL{9 ¦tΗ wŜŎŀǇ 

 
aŀȅŀ DǊŜŜǊΥ My favorite memory was probably when 
we finally finished clearing out the driveway and stuff on 
Friday and got to see a huge difference, or the dinner 
conversation on Saturday. And I learned, when the 
neighborhood director told us to go to a different house 
when we had just started another one, that it wasn't 
about how we wanted to help, it was about how they 
needed us to help. 
 
YƻŘȅ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΥ One of the moments that was really cool 
was when we were at Cobo Center where you jump onto 
the big mat and a girl was scared to jump off the top, but 
everyone cheered her on. Like 30 people who probably 
didn't even know her cheered her on till she got enough 
courage to jump. I also thought it was kinda cool finding 
a car door in the grass (haha). I learned though that De-
troit isn't as bad as everyone says, and that we could 

stop world hunger if we all helped because there is enough food that goes to waste every year to fill Ford Field 292 
times. 
 
!ƴŘǊŜŀ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳΥ One of my favorite memories from Detroit was the night that the Temptations from Motown 
performed for us. I remember leaning to 
Tyra and asking frantically if it was for real, 
or if they were impersonators. It was in-
sane; I saw elderly women turn 13 again, 
screaming and dancing. Another memory 
was seeing Rippling Hope's church; it was 
not doing so hot. There were multiple leaks 
and it was untidy and smelled of mold and 
needed work, but it didn't matter so much 
because of all the great work they did in the 
community. Their service was so much 
better than any cosmetic building. And my 
last favorite memory was dinner on the last 
night, taking shots of grenadine with Aimee 
and laughing until my stomach hurt. I was so truly happy. I learned so much about Detroit, it’s so full of love and 
hope to improve and the citizens were kind and appreciative, and opened their hearts to us. 
 
!ƭƭƛǎƻƴ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳΥ Some of my favorite memories were giving blood, the last supper photo booth, and the fancy 
dinner we had on the last day. I learned about the extent to which poverty exists in the U.S. 

Fqnl sgd Yntsg & F`lhkx Dhqdbsnq£r Ddrj 
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WƻŜ 5ŀǾƛǎΥ One of my favorite parts was The Temptations. Also hanging out at Cobo. I learned that sometimes when 
you are completing God’s work you have to break the rules. 
 
[ǳƪŜ aŜȅŜǊΥ  My favorite thing was the entire day of service when we started in the rain, left to go work, and we 
were very productive. We really helped 
out those people a lot. Also, Friday night at 
Ford Field was sweet with the speakers 
and The Temptations. I learned that you 
should never lose hope. The people we 
worked for have not lost hope in their 
neighborhood and believe they can enact a 
change through hard work. I believe that if 
they keep working like that for a couple 
more years, they can turn that neighbor-
hood around. 
 
WŀŎƻō aŜȅŜǊΥ I loved the service on Friday mostly because the last message and the last song was so inspiring to me. 
I learned that God has a plan for everything and everyone. God brought us together to work on the city of Detroit 
and spread our love. God will help us rise up against all the problems in this world.  
 
aŀǧ 5ŀǾƛǎΥ Meeting the people in Detroit and I learned to help others that are in need before helping myself. 
 

¢ȅǊŀ DǊŜŜǊΥ While we were working on the houses, a group of like  
20-something year olds who lived there came walking down the 
street. It was two guys and a girl and I heard the people next to 
me saying "Oh my God, we're gonna get shot," or something 
along those lines. And then the people come up to thank us for 
what we were doing and asked us where we were from and were 
completely nice and kind. Everyone  was so quick to stereotype 
those people who were just coming to thank us. 
 
Wŀǎƻƴ CƛǎƘŜǊΥ I was so impressed with the patience and grace that 
our group had throughout the gathering. Whether it was waiting 
in the rain for our service project or waiting at 11pm for our bus 
to take us back to the hotel everyone kept a great attitude and 
found ways to play. We learned that sometimes we will meet Je-
sus in people that frighten us. Faith puts us in positions where we 
are at the mercy of others and that can be scary. Two of the ladies 
from our group donated blood and another donated hair. These 

were scary and faithful decisions. When it was time to quit pulling weeds and clearing sidewalks our group wanted 
to keep going in the 90 degree heat. We left Detroit promising their residents that we would dispel any stereotypes 
others might have of their beautiful city.  
 
I continue to be amazed and inspired by the young people I am blessed to serve alongside at Good Shepherd. I also 
am thankful for a praying congregation and for adult leaders that are willing to step up when I get overwhelmed. To 
all of you I say thank you. 

                                                                                                                    Jason Fisher 
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Old Orchard Lanes & Links in Savoy is hosting a Habitat 
for Humanity fundraiser. Grab some friends and family 
and join us for a Bags Tournament and some Putt-Putt. 
Bags teams are $10/person and all day Putt-Putt is  
$8/person with funds going to Habitat for Humanity 
projects. Registrations forms are on the bulletin board 
at church. 

cd 

The Cunningham Residence 
1705 Brighton Ct, Champaign 

High School youth are encouraged to bring a dish to 
pass and their swim wear for an end of the summer 
pool party. Great chance to share memories from the 
summer and plan for the fall. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

FREE EVENT:  [9Dh aƻǾƛŜ 

Wednesday, August 12, 10:00 am 
Savoy 16 

![[ !D9{ are invited to join Jason at 9:45 am at Savoy 
16 for the LEGO movie! It will be Cw99Σ compliments of 
Good Shepherd, so bring money if you want snacks. 
Contact Jason with any questions. 

cd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

wŜƳƻǘŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ 

Thursday, August 13, 5-7 pm 

Be sure to wear a hat or sunglasses. After being tested 
on a flight simulator you will get the chance to fly a real 
RC plane! This ![[ !D9{ event is Cw99 for you and 
friends. Just follow Route 150 for 2.5 miles West of 
Champaign's Mattis Avenue.  

Youth Events 

.ŀƎǎ ŦƻǊ .ǳƛƭŘǎ 

Sat., August 1 
4-9 pm 

IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tƻƻƭ tŀǊǘȅ 

Sunday, August 9, 5-8 pm 

K-5th grade youth will be provided food and games by our middle & high school 
youth. Starts in the fellowship hall at Good Shepherd at 5 pm for dinner, then 
off to Mattis Park for games till 8 pm. Contact Jason if interested in this event. 

Friday,  
August 14 

5-8 pm 
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This & That 

!ƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ 
ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΦ 

!ƴƴŀ /ƛǊŎƭŜ and wŀŎƘŀŜƭ /ƛǊŎƭŜ  will resume study of the 
Scripture in September. 

wǳǘƘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ  meets the third Tuesday of the month in 
the Choir Room. Next meeting:  August 18 at 9:30 am. 

cd 

²9[/! Boʺʔ C˗˃ʈ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ моΣ фΥол ŀƳΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƻƛǊ wƻƻƳ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ .ƻƻƪΥ  ¢ƘŜ .ƻȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǘ by Daniel James 

BrownΦ 

This book celebrates the 1936 U.S.Men’s Olympic eight-
oar rowing team.  It is an inspiring story of nine working-
class American boys which includes history, sports, human 
interest and is packed with suspense. 

! ǎƴŜŀƪ ǇŜŜƪ ŀǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΥ ¢ƘŜ hǊǇƘŀƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ by Christi-
na Baker KlineΦ 

Contact:  Jan Nuss at jannuss3@sbcglobal.net or 356-
1298. New members are always welcome! 

cd 

Thˉʹʔ ¸h¦Η 

Dear GSLC Family, 

Thank you so much for my gift and for the gift you’ve  
given me the past 18 years:  A place to grow my faith.   
I couldn’t have asked for a better church. 

                                                                         —Ashley Massey 

 
 

 
 
 

We will be having a 
Taizé-style service on 
August 16th. If any-
one would like to 
share their musical 
gifts or if anyone 
knows another lan-
guage and would like 
to do one of the read-
ings in that language, 
please contact Mary 

Corkery at (217)-979-7622 or corkerymr@slu.edu by 
August 11th.  

cd 

5L5 ¸h¦ Kn˛ʤ? 

Z Through the ELCA Malaria Campaign 11,339 people, 
including malaria program staff, volunteers, church 
and community leaders were trained through 2014 
and 163,679 were tested for malaria with rapid di-
agnostic tests distributed by Lutheran malaria pro-
grams? 

Z The 39,946 people who tested positive for malaria 
were treated with medication and 42,263 insecti-
cide-treated nets have been distributed through the 
ELCA Malaria Campaign?  

Z Gifts to the Malaria Campaign have totaled over $14 
million.  Our campaign will close at the end of 2015.  
Won’t you please consider a gift to help eradicate 
malaria? 
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%,#! ÐÒÅÓÉÄÉÎÇ ÂÉÓÈÏÐ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ ÌÉÖÅ ×ÅÂÃÁÓÔ ÏÎ ÃÏÎÆÒÏÎÔÉÎÇ ÒÁÃÉÓÍ 

ΩȾΤΥȾΤΡΣΧ 

#()#!'/ ɉ%,#!Ɋ ɀ )Î ÁÎ ÅǟÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 
ÒÁÃÉÓÍȟ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖȢ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ !Ȣ %ÁÔÏÎȟ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÉÎÇ ÂÉÓÈÏÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ 
ɉ%,#!Ɋȟ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ΥȢΪ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ Á ÌÉÖÅ ×ÅÂÃÁÓÔ !ÕÇȢ Ψ ÁÔ Ϊ ÐȢÍȢ ɉ#$4ɊȢ 

7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ "Ȣ (ÏÒÎÅ ))ȟ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌͻÓ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎ #ÌÅÁÒ×ÁÔÅÒȟ &ÌÁȢȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ %,#! #ÈÕÒÃÈ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÓ ÈÏÓÔȢ %ÁÔÏÎ ÁÎÄ (ÏÒÎÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÏÎ-ÃÁÍÅÒÁ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈͻÓ ÅǟÏÒÔÓ ÉÎ ÄÅǢÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÆÒÏÎÔÉÎÇ ÒÁÃÉÓÍȟ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅȢ 

ͼ4ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÃÉÓÍ ÉÓ ÈÁÒÄ ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÕÓȟͼ ÓÁÉÄ (ÏÒÎÅȢ ͼ/ÕÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓ 
ÃÏÍÐÅÌÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÕÒ ÓÉÎÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÍÏÒÅ 
ÂÅÎÅǢÃÉÁÌ ÉÆ ×Å ÄÏ ÉÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢͼ 

%ÁÔÏÎ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂÃÁÓÔ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔ ÁÓ ͼÁ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÁÃÔÉÏÎͼ ÔÏ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓͻ 
ÅǟÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ͼÔÈÅ ÓÉÎ ÏÆ ÒÁÃÉÓÍȢͼ 

ͼ7Å ÁÒÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÂÅÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȢ !Ó ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 
×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ ÈÏ× ×Å ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȟͼ ÓÁÉÄ %ÁÔÏÎȢ 

)Î ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÔÈÅ %,#! ÐÒÅÓÉÄÉÎÇ ÂÉÓÈÏÐ ÈÁÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÅÐ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
ÒÁÃÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÃÉÁÌ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 
#ÈÁÒÌÅÓÔÏÎȟ 3Ȣ#Ƞ "ÁÌÔÉÍÏÒÅȠ ÁÎÄ &ÅÒÇÕÓÏÎȟ -ÏȢ 

ͼ'ÏÄͻÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÒÉÎÓÉÃ ×ÏÒÔÈȟ ÄÉÇÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÐÅÏȤ
ÐÌÅȢ 2ÁÃÉÓÍ ÕÎÄÅÒÍÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÁÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ÁÎȤ
ÏÔÈÅÒȢ 7Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÁÎÄ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÎȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÁÌÓÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÃÔȟͼ %ÁÔÏÎ ÓÁÉÄ ÉÎ Á *ÕÎÅ ΤΦ ÓÔÁÔÅȤ
ÍÅÎÔȢ 

ͼ%ÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ 7Å ÎÅÅÄ 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÏÎÅÓÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÒÁÃÉÓÍ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÕÓȟͼ ÓÁÉÄ %ÁÔÏÎ ÉÎ Á *ÕÎÅ ΣΪ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏÏÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓÔÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÎÉÎÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ ,ÏÃÁÌ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ËÉÌÌÉÎÇÓ ÒÁȤ
ÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÍÏÔÉÖÁÔÅÄȢ 

)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂÃÁÓÔ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÔ ×××Ȣ%,#!ȢÏÒÇȾ×ÅÂÃÁÓÔȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ Á ÌÉÎË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅ 
×ÅÂÃÁÓÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÅÍÂÅÄÄÅÄȢ ! ÌÉÖÅ ÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÔ ×××Ȣ&ÁÃÅÂÏÏËȢÃÏÍȾ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎÓȢ 
4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÉÓ Π%,#!#ÏÎÆÒÏÎÔ2ÁÃÉÓÍȢ %,#! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÂÍÉÔ Á ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄȤ
ÅÒÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅ ×ÅÂÃÁÓÔ ÁÔ ÌÉÖÉÎÇÌÕÔÈÅÒÁÎͽÅÌÃÁȢÏÒÇȢ 

%ÁÔÏÎͻÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÔ ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ×××ȢÅÌÃÁȢÏÒÇȾ2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȾ0ÒÅÓÉÄÉÎÇ-"ÉÓÈÏÐ-
-ÅÓÓÁÇÅÓȢ 

4ÈÅ %,#!ͻÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ͼ&ÒÅÅÄ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȡ 2ÁÃÅȟ %ÔÈÎÉÃÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅͼ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÔ 
×××Ȣ%,#!ȢÏÒÇȾ&ÁÉÔÈȾ&ÁÉÔÈ-ÁÎÄ-3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȾ3ÏÃÉÁÌ-3ÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓȾ2ÁÃÅ-%ÔÈÎÉÃÉÔÙ-ÁÎÄ-#ÕÌÔÕÒÅȢ 

3ÅÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÔȡ ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ×××ȢÅÌÃÁȢÏÒÇȾ.Å×Ó-ÁÎÄ-%ÖÅÎÔÓȾΩΩΨΩΠÓÔÈÁÓÈȢ-ÊÙΣ9Σ1ÏȢÄÐÕÆ 
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June 30, 2015  
 

ñLove bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all thingsò (1 Corinthians 13:7). 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
Grace and peace to you in the name of the crucified and risen Christ.  
 
Last week the U.S. Supreme Court rendered its decision announcing the right of same-gender couples to have 
equal access to marriage. For many members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, this decision is a 
welcome sign of hope and a time for celebration. Other members of this church do not agree with the courtôs deci-
sion and remain deeply concerned because of their understanding of Scripture.  
This decision affects each of us, some profoundly, and we are not of one mind. Let us continue to accompany one 
another with prayer, love and mutual respect as we reflect on this new reality and remember Paulôs words in 1 Co-
rinthians about the enduring power of Godôs love.  
 
The ELCA social statement ñHuman Sexuality: Gift and Trustò (2009) neither endorses nor forbids same-gender 
marriages and recognizes that we have differing understandings and convictions on this matter. In its decision, the 
court stated that ñthe First Amendment ensures that religious organizations and persons are given proper protec-
tion as they seek to teach the principles that are so fulfilling and so central to their lives and faiths.ò  
 
According to this churchôs social statement on human sexuality, all decisions about recognizing, supporting and 
holding publicly accountable same-gender relationships are entrusted to congregations. Recognizing that the 
church is not of one mind on this subject, our 2009 actions provide that congregations and clergy should discern 
together whether to recognize such relationships and to what degree.  
 
Pastors are to engage in conversation, discernment and partnership with the congregations who have called them 
prior to solemnizing or presiding over a same-gender marriage. On the other hand, no pastor is obligated to solem-
nize the marriage of any couple, same-gender or different-gender, whom the pastor cannot in good conscience 
marry.  
 
As Lutheran Christians, we continue to be a church that engages in conversation and discernment in all aspects of 
our faith and life. Creating space for respectful conversation and dialogue continues to be an important part of our 
life together. A helpful resource for engaging in difficult conversations is ñTalking Together as Christians about 
Tough Social Issues.ò  
 
In addition, the ELCA Ministry to and with Same-Gender Couples and their Families Working Group remains in the 
process of completing its work. A report of the groupôs findings and possible recommendations will be presented to 
the ELCA Church Council at its November meeting.  
 
We seek to see our differences as a gift to be celebrated as we live out that which unites us: the mercy and grace 
of Jesus Christ who leads us into mission and ministry in the world. In the midst of this change, we are first and 
foremost church ï a church that proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ. May God bless, guide and strengthen 
you each day as you go in peace and serve the Lord.  
 
Your Sister in Christ,  
 
Elizabeth A. Eaton  
Presiding Bishop 
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C˓ˤrʫʑ Stʆᴳ 

Pastor…………………………………...Thomas Hillertz 

Pastor Emeritus…………....Edward D. Schneider 

Youth & Family Minister………….....Jason Fisher 

Office Manager.………...……………....Yvona Vlach 

Office Assistant……………………….....Nancy Olson 

Treasurer…………………….Dana VanDeveer-Jones 

Organist………………………………………....Linda Pein 

Choir Director………………………….…...Jill Crandall 

Parish Nurses……………………....Celeste Coverdill 

                    Elizabeth Kakoma 
 

Oʏáɨʍ H˛ˤrʟ 

Mon-Thu:  7:30 am to 3:30 pm  
όƭǳƴŎƘΥ  ƴƻƻƴτм ǇƳύ 
Fridays:  7:30 am to Noon 
 
Sˌrʺʶʕ Deaʬ˗˔ɶʍ 

The deadline for the {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ {ŎǊƻƭƭ is Thurs-
day, August 20, at noon. 
 
B˃ʶɳeˢ˔ʘ/A˚n˛ˤnɨˏɵˏntʟ Deaʬ˗˔ɶʍ 

Wednesday at noon, each week. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2101 S Prospect Ave 
Champaign, IL  61820 
www.gslc-cu.org 

 

Prˉʄˏʞ w9v¦9{¢{ 
If you have prayer requests that you want included on the 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴ, contact Nicole Paul at 351-1032 or 
npaul55@gmail.com. 

Names to be included in the {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ can be submitted 
by contacting the church office at 352-1732 or staff@gslc-
cu.org. 

IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘΚ  Please call the church office if you or a family 
member is in the hospital. You or a family member need to 
notify us directly, as hospital staff do not normally call clergy. 

C˛ɵʍ W˛rˀ˓˔ʜ ˁɯʍ L˛rʋ 

{¦aa9w ²hw{ILt {/I95¦[9Υ 

Sundays at 9 am όǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ сύ 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm όǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ рύ 

w9D¦[!w ²hw{ILt {/I95¦[9Υ 

Sundays, 8:00 am & 10:30 am 
ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мо 

(Holy Communion served at all services) 


