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ÖGoʋÙʟ W˛ʿʔ. Oˤʞ Hˉndʟ.× 

 
                                   ±ƻƭǳƳŜ пфΣ bƻΦ р      aŀȅ нлмс 

P`rsnq£r Pdqrodbshud 

O ne of my all-time favorite hymns is 

DŀǘƘŜǊ ¦ǎ Lƴ.  It’s really no sur-

prise because the hymns composer is Marty Haugen 

and I thoroughly enjoy most of Marty Haugen’s hymns 

and liturgies.  DŀǘƘŜǊ ¦ǎ Lƴ was the hymn I chose for my 

ordination over 13 years ago.  It was sung at my installa-

tion at First Lutheran in Onalaska, Wi, at American Lu-

theran in Bourbonnais, and here at Good Shepherd. The 

hymn begins: 

IŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ōŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ό9[² ронύ 

Lately, I’ve thought a lot about this hymn and the first 

verse seems to echo in my mind. Maybe it’s because in 

a world full of so much hurt, pain and intolerance, here 

ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ — Good Shepherd Lutheran Church — we 

can boldly sing a new light is shining. 

Church staff is blessed on a daily basis to see new light 

shining here at GSLC. Allow me to share a few stories of 

new light shining here, in this place.  

Sometime ago, the Davis family gave the church a pow-

er wheel chair. Staff made a call to Sister Karen, one of 

our ministry partners at Community Resources. Just 

days earlier, Sister Karen had been in contact with a 

man looking for such a chair for his mother. We charged 

the chair’s battery and within a few days the man took 

the MTD bus to church to pick the chair up for his mom.  

A few days ago, we received a call again from communi-

ty resources. Sadly, Sister Karen shared with me the sto-

ry of a young woman who had given birth to a stillborn 

baby. The funeral home was willing to perform services 

at cost; however, the young woman did not have the 

$348 to cover that bill. We were asked to help and after 

conversation with the funeral home the owners were 

very gracious and agreed to cover the entire cost.  

Without question, here, in this place, a new light is shin-

ing. It’s the light that conquerors darkness. The light of 

goodness, truth, and love. It’s the light of Christ.  

Thank you for your support of our shared ministries. 

God’s peace,  
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I n Japan there is an art form called Hikaru Dorodango, which translates; ‘shiny dumpling.’ Artist Bruce 
Gardner has spent a lot of time trying to master this art form which involves the slow rolling of dirt into 

near perfect shiny spheres. This process takes hours, and builds by adding smaller and smaller pieces of dirt that 
have been sifted. A cloth is sometimes used to give a polished or shiny coating to the ball making it almost look like a 
billiard ball. Even though they look solid, the finished piece is extremely fragile and has to be handled with great 
care. Some have speculated that the practice is done more for the meditative benefits than for the finished product 
itself. 

“¸Ŝǘ ȅƻǳΣ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǧŜǊΤ ǿŜ 
ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ.”  - Isaiah 64:8 

 
In his book aŜǎǎȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ Mike Yaconelli recounts a story of how he and his wife at one point had a housekeeper 
to come clean their home. They would spend hours before the housekeeper arrived ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΣ because 
after all, “what would the housekeeper think!” He goes on and writes this: 

ά²Ŝ ŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ ²Ŝ ǘŀƭƪ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ Lƴπ
ǎǘŜŀŘ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǝƭ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ 
ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ƻǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ΨŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴǝƭ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ΨDƻŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦΩ ¢ƘŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΦ Until we admit we are a mess, WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅπ
ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ hƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀŘƳƛǘ Ƙƻǿ ǳƴƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ Ƙƻǿ ǳƴπ
ŀǧǊŀŎǝǾŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻǎǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǳǇ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘƭȅΦέ 

We are all ‘God material’ whether we admit it or not. Whether it is 
playing in the dirt, coloring, practicing yoga, exercising, mowing a yard 
or sitting in silence for 10 minutes each day I would encourage all of 
us to take time to meditate. It is in those precious moments we can be 
honest with ourselves and our God about our mess. Know today that 
you are God’s and that your fragile self is being held by the Almighty’s 
loving hands. And each day you are reflecting the face and glory of the 
Creator of all.  
 

                                             Jason Fisher 

Fqnl sgd Yntsg & F`lhkx Dhqdbsnq£r Ddrj 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorodango
http://www.dorodango.com/
http://www.dorodango.com/
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Sunday, May 1, 3-5:30 pm 

Parkland College 

This event is open to all Middle & 
High School students. 

$14 admission covered by Good 
Shepherd. Feel free to bring 
money for dinner afterwards. 

 

cd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, May 6, 5-8 pm 
Fellowship Hall at Good Shepherd 

We are cooking up meatballs and some silly games. 
Contact Jason if interested in helping or to drop your 
kids off at this event. 

cd 

 
 
 

Saturday, May 7 

At Centennial High School’s Track 

 8:30-9:30 am:  Registration / Warm up 
 9:45 am:  OC line up 
 10 am: OC 
 10:30 am:  Softball & tennis ball throw, shotput, 

long jumps, wheelchair & assisted events 
 11:15 am: All run/walk events 

 
 

YƛǘŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ 

Sunday, May 8, 2-5 pm 
Sunset Ridge Park 

Kids K – 5th Grade are invited to fly kites at Boulder 
Ridge Drive in Champaign. Good Shepherd will provide 
free kites and if there is no wind we will play at the 
park. 

cd 

 

Lƭƭƛƴƛ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ 

Saturday, May 21, 3 pm 

This all Family event is at the Illini 
Baseball field. We will cheer on 
the Illini and enjoy a day at the 
diamond. 

cd 

This study is for all area high school youth interested in 
exploring what it means to be in relationship with God 
and one another. 

Youth Events 

.ŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ 
{ǳƳƳŜǊ {ǘǳŘȅ 

Every Sunday 
June –August 
7:00 pm 

Good Shepherd 
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T 
his spring break, I experienced perhaps the best opportunity that the University of Minnesota has given 
me so far. With Lutheran Campus Ministry, I was able to go on a mission trip to Mexico to learn about and 
experience immigration and deportation issues. Based on the discussions we had before leaving, I ex-
pected this trip to be mainly educational, but it was more than that. Of course, I did learn about immigra-

tion, how deplorable the U.S. deportation process is, and that a shockingly large number of people have had to 
completely start their lives over because of this outdated, unjust system. However, that wasn’t all I learned.  

A recurring theme that I noticed throughout the 
trip was family. Deportees often have to leave 
their families when they return to Mexico. Their 
wives, husbands, children, and grandchildren are 
left behind with no way to help their loved one 
as they start their life over in a far off place. Once 
a year, on Children’s Day, a select few families 
have the opportunity to re-unite for a mere two 
minutes before they have to return to their sepa-
rate lives on opposite sides of the border.  

But the stories I heard about families weren’t all 
heartbreaking. For the last three days of our trip, we stayed at an orphanage called Miracle Ranch. The children 
there had been abandoned or taken away from their parents, but not a single one of them lacked a family. One of 
the girls who I was particularly close to mentioned in passing that she loved spending time with her “mothers, fa-
thers, brothers and sisters.” Those kids, although having been left by parents who couldn’t or wouldn’t care for 
them, had the greatest sense of community and family that I’ve ever seen. I feel so lucky to have been welcomed 
into their family, even if it was only for a few days.  

Everywhere we went, our hosts thanked us for coming. We were thanked for visiting Chicano Park, thanked for 
going to the Migrant House, and thanked for staying at Miracle Ranch. I never felt like I deserved to be thanked. It 
felt more right when we thanked them in return. I felt so grateful for the opportunity to learn about Mexican histo-
ry, to hear personal accounts of deportation, and for the opportunity to help out at the orphanage (which mainly 
meant just playing with the kids). I’m so thankful to have 
met and gotten to know everyone along the trip: every-
one from LCM, our guides, the migrants, and the kids. 
There weren’t any easy goodbyes, and the time definite-
ly went by too fast. I still catch myself wondering what 
the kids are doing right now, or whether the man I 
talked to at the Migrant House got the job he was apply-
ing for.  

Since I’ve been back at school and have talked to people 
about my experiences on the trip, I’ve been asked what 
should be done to fix the immigration system. Honestly, 
I have no idea. I know it’s broken and needs to be fixed, 
but beyond that, I don’t know what, specifically, should 
be done in the future in terms of government policy. In the short-term, however, I think people are already doing 
exactly what needs to be done. Border Angels runs water drops in the desert, as well as other services for people 
trying to cross the border. Multiple organizations have rallies to raise awareness of these issues. Casa Del Migrante 
takes in people who have been thrown out of their country and helps them get back on their feet. These are all 
things that need to happen, and I feel so lucky to have had the chance to learn about and interact with people who 
perform such amazing services for others.  

                                                                                                                              Allison Cunningham 
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This & That 

W˛ɵˏʘÙʟ: 
!ƴƴŀ /ƛǊŎƭŜ  will host the 60-Something Luncheon this 
month. Please join us on Wednesday, May 4, at noon. 

wǳǘƘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ  meets the third Tuesday of the month in the 
choir room. Next meeting:  May 17 at 9:30 am. 

wŀŎƘŀŜƭ /ƛǊŎƭŜ  meets the fourth Monday of the month.  
Next meeting:  May 23 at 4:30 pm. 

MˏʘÙʟ: 

Men’s Bible Study meets every Friday at 6:30 am at  
The Original Pancake House. 

!ƭƭ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ 
Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΦ 

cd 

aL{{Lhb Fˤnˍrˉiˡ˔nʐ D˔˚ɶˏʞ 
Saturday, May 14, 2016 

Please join us for the 2nd annual fund 
raising dinner and silent auction to 
help support our mission trips.  We will 
have a fine dinner prepared by Don 
Block.  Tickets will be available for pur-
chase Sunday, May 1, after worship. 

At this time we are asking for donation of items that we 
can use at the silent auction.  Example of items needed 
would be: jewelry/jewelry sets, perfume, baskets to fill 
with auction items, sporting event tickets, local gift cer-
tificates/gift cards, art work, sporting equipment still 
sitting in the garage, tools, electronics, etc.  We wel-
come your choices of items.  Contact:  Jenelle Keene or 
Jim Hack. 

cd 

Sˏˠ˥˔nʐ {/I95¦[9 

I’m scheduling for Wǳƭȅ ϧ !ǳƎǳǎǘ. Please let me know if 
you will be out of town. Email me at rrchins@comcast.net 
ōȅ WǳƴŜ мǎǘ.  
Please remember — it is each individual’s responsibility to 
find a sub for the duties they’re scheduled for. Please call 
or email the office to report the change. Thank you for 
serving!                                                  — Sherrill Houchens 

aŀȅ мнΣ фΥол ŀƳΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƻƛǊ wƻƻƳ 

aŀȅ ōƻƻƪΥ  5ŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ by Ruth ReichlΦ 

This is a fiction story about a character named Billie 
Breslin from California who takes a job at a food maga-
zine entitled “Delicious” in New York.  When the publi-
cation is shut down, she is offered a new job that in-
volves staying in the magazine’s deserted offices to an-
swer complaints and recipe inquiries.  What she doesn’t 
know is that this boring, lonely job will change her life.  
She finds a hidden room in the magazine’s library and 
discovers letters written during WWII by a twelve-year-
old girl to a  legendary chef, James Beard.  She gets an 
understanding of history, food history and the courage 
to face her own issues of panic attacks. 

! ǎƴŜŀƪ ǇŜŜƪ ŀǘ WǳƴŜΥ  .ƭƻƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ  by Anne 
PerryΦ 

Contact:  Jan Nuss at jannuss3@sbcglobal.net or  
356-1298.  New members are always welcome! 

cd 

Are you looking for a new home for some of your 
household items?  Look no further!  Our youth will be 
hosting a rummage sale and we need your help!  We 
are asking for household donations (furniture, kitchen 
items, lawn and garden items, clothes, etc.)  Our sale 
will be held in the fellowship hall this Fall so save any 
items during spring cleaning this year and consider do-
nating them to our youth this coming fall!  All proceeds 
will help with expenses for our youth who will be 
attending the 2018 National Youth Gathering in Hou-
ston!  More details to follow in the coming months.  
Thank you to all for considering donating your items to 
our fundraiser!   
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C˓ˤrʫʑ Stʆᴳ 

Pastor…………………………………...Thomas Hillertz 

Pastor Emeritus…………....Edward D. Schneider 

Youth & Family Minister………….....Jason Fisher 

Office Manager.………...……………....Yvona Vlach 

Office Assistant……………………….....Nancy Olson 

Treasurer…………………….Dana VanDeveer-Jones 

Organist………………………………………....Linda Pein 

Choir Director………………………….…...Jill Crandall 

Parish Nurses………………………….....Sandy Rueter 
                    Elizabeth Kakoma 
                      Celeste Coverdill 

 
Oʏáɨʍ H˛ˤrʟ 

Mon-Thu:  7:30 am to 3:30 pm  
όƭǳƴŎƘΥ  ƴƻƻƴτм ǇƳύ 
Fridays:  7:30 am to Noon 
 
Sˌrʺʶʕ Deaʬ˗˔ɶʍ 

The deadline for the WǳƴŜ {ŎǊƻƭƭ is Wednesday, 
May 18, at noon. 
 
B˃ʶɳeˢ˔ʘ/A˚n˛ˤnɨˏɵˏntʟ Deaʬ˗˔ɶʍ 

Wednesday at noon, each week. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2101 S Prospect Ave 
Champaign, IL  61820 
www.gslc-cu.org 

 

Prˉʄˏʞ w9v¦9{¢{ 
If you have prayer requests that you want included on the 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴ, contact Nicole Paul at 351-1032 or 
npaul55@gmail.com. 

Names to be included in the {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ can be sub-
mitted by contacting the church office at 352-1732 or 
staff@gslc-cu.org. 

IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘΚ  Please call the church office if you or a family 
member is in the hospital. You or a family member need to 
notify us directly, as hospital staff do not normally call clergy. 

C˛ɵʍ W˛rˀ˓˔ʜ ˁɯʍ L˛rʋ! 

{¦aa9w ²hw{ILt {/I95¦[9Υ 

Sundays, May 29—September 4, 9 am 

Wednesdays, June 1—August 3, 6:30 pm 

(Holy Communion served at all services)  

Mˉʿʔ Y˛ˤʞ Cʨɳˏndˉʞ! 

DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

 May 1 

сл-{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 

Wednesday, May 4, noon 

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

 Sunday, May 8 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ƛƭŜƴǘ !ǳŎǝƻƴ 

 Saturday, May 14, 6 pm 

9ƭ {ŀƭǾŀŘƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

 May 15 

[ŀǎǘ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

 Sunday, May 22 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ǘŀǊǘǎ 

 Sun., May 29, 9 am and Wed., June 1, at 6:30 pm 

{ȅƴƻŘ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ 

 June 2-4 


