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“God’s Work. Our Hands.”

You don’t need me to remind you it’s been a long,
cold winter. With below average temperatures and
above average snowfall, this winter started early and
has dragged on and on. We’ve been cooped up in our
homes and many of us are suffering from cabin fever.
All this has gotten me longing for spring.
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Many of you know
that | enjoy garden-
ing. In my quest to
escape the long cold
winter I've been
checking out on-line
seed companies.
Tempted by the pic-
tures of big juicy tomatoes, garden fresh lettuce and
crisp green beans I've requested hard copies of a few
seed catalogs. | can’t wait to curl up in my favorite
chair in front of the fireplace and begin to plan my
2014 garden.

Last week, | got so desperate for a spring fix | took a
ride to Prairie Gardens to smell the fresh air in the
green house and check out the racks and racks of
seeds on display.

All of which has had me thinking about seeds. Seeds
have so much locked up potential. Small pumpkin
seeds grow long vines that yield large jack-o-lanterns.
Minute corn seeds grow high stalks that give us ears
of delicious sweet corn. One minute tomato seed can
produce dozens of cherry tomatoes.

But the thing is, left in the package seeds don’t do
anything at all. It’s not until the seeds are outside the
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envelope and placed in the ground that they are able
to unlock their full potential.

Seeds might be compared to the church. Sealed in
the church building the true potential of the church is
never unlocked. Wrapped in the church building the
church can’t grow into the followers of Christ that
Jesus calls us to be.

Good Shepherd is a faith community that has been
“unpacked.” We serve the community and the world
feeding the hungry. We roll up our sleeves building
homes and churches in our community and through-
out the world. We work with ministry partners chang-
ing lives in a very positive way.

In closing, | have a
qguestion. Are you a
seed filled with po-
tential waiting to be
unpacked? If so, or
even if you're just
curious, drop me an
email, give me a call,
talk to any council member, we will be happy to help
you “unpack” your potential.

Living in God’s Amazing Grace,
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Isaiah 42:1

ast month our family had a chance to go

to an indoor waterpark in Wisconsin to

celebrate Zechariah’s baptismal birthday.
We had an absolute blast splashing and playing
in the water while having conversations about
God’s love.

It doesn’t take long walking through a water-
park to find kids laughing and playing. The
splashing of water and joy that comes with this
kind of recreation was a reminder to our family
of how in baptism God DE L | GrHuE. Dur
heavenly father loves seeing His children enjoy-
ing creation.

The wave pool would start back up every 45
minutes with a siren type noise. When we heard
the siren we would rush back to play in the
wave pool and talk about how in baptism God
C AL ls $nto a mission full of waves. As we
bobbed up and down we told the boys that life
will have highs and lows but that we are always
covered in God'’s love through baptism.

The tube water slide has you sit in an inner tube
while someone pushes you down a deep dark
hole filled with water. Soon your zipping around
in the dark turning all over the place with no
idea when or where you are going to pop out.
This frightening slide gave us a chance to talk
about those who are living in dark and danger-
ous places and how our baptism calls us to go to
those places to help bring J US Ttb &Em
whatever that may look like.

The lazy river is by far one of the favorites and
sparked a conversation about being lazy in life.
God’s desire is for us to be S E R V AlikkTeSus

and that’s hard work. It’s really easy to just float
in circles through life bumping into other people
without any real direction or goal.

Every leap into the water was a chance to talk of
the leap of faith that is baptism. How living into
our baptisms is all about trusting that God D E -
L1 GHnTu§ CAL bs,SS E R Vaborfgside us,
and S P | R tdwards J U S Tid theBworld. |
would encourage you to celebrate your baptis-
mal birthday and have those Godly conversa-
tions about what baptism means with your kids.
If you don’t feel equipped to talk about baptism
then come join us in adult forum January 12th &
19th as we discuss what baptism means along-
side our middle & high school youth.

Soaked in the waters of God’s love,

Jason Fishe

Youth & Family Guy
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OF CARING

Sunday, February 2, after services

After both worship services youth will collect loose
change in soup kettles to be donated to local food
agencies like empty tomb.

2nd Sunday Shephe
Sunday, February 9, Noon-2 pm

After worship we’ll head to Old Orchard Lanes for pizza
and bowling. This event is open to all families with
youth in 5th grade and younger.

29

Game S

Newl ywed
Sunday, February 9, 5:30-7 pm

Middle & High School youth from Grace & Good Shep-
herd will run the Newlywed Game Show with our
friends at Grace Lutheran. Snacks & relationship advice

will be provided!

Parent s

Ni ght

Friday, February 14
5-8 pm

Got kids? Ready for a night out? Let youth from Good
Shepherd watch your little ones while you enjoy an
evening out on Valentine’s Day. Food and games is pro-
vided and all donations go to help youth attend future
trips.

79)

Rend Lake
Friday-Sunday, February 21-23

Trip

This weekend retreat will focus on the theme of
“Survivor,” with Pastor Roy Christell leading lessons
and worship. Middle & High School youth participate in
small groups, worship, and games with our brothers
and sisters in Christ.

It’s not too late to sign up. Additional forms and sched-
ules are on the youth bulletin board. Scholarships are
available so that every youth who wants to go can
attend. Contact Jason for more information.

THE RHETICUS FORUM
pw Tuesday, February 11 at 7 pm
St . Andrewds Lutheran |Ca
Brian Sauder
OFait h, Science, anc
Fait hful Citizen
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This year there are 5 main
categories of volunteers re-
guested for this annual fund-
raising event:

1. Furniture Delivery — 40
registered donating partici-
pants

S
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il .| | 2. Clothes Cupboard Con-

struction — 70 registered donating participants

3. Home Maintenance — 100 registered donating par-
ticipants

4. Reading the Gospel of John — 1000 registered do-
nating participants (at different churches throughout
Champaign County in low-income areas, reading the
Gospel in a coordinated fashion)

5. Potluck — volunteers to help at host church sites with
serving lunch (these are the churches were the reading
of the Gospel will take place)

The goal is to have 1,200 church people registered and
participating, with each person raising and/or donating
S80 for empty tomb. If you are interested in helping
with this important event for empty tomb, please con-
tact Robby or Shelly Cekander at 217-202-4205 or
cekander@sbcglobal.net.
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Anna @ilmeetiWednesday, Feb.
5, at 12:30 pm, in the Choir Room.

Rut h @il nheet Tuesday, Feb. 18,
at 9:30 am, in the Choir Room.

Ra c h a e lwill @detivionldag, Feb. 3
& 24, at 5:30 pm.
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When purchasing items for GSLC's food pantry during
the month of February, please consider buying 1 or 2
extra items to give to Feeding Our Kids. A special bin
will be provided in the narthex. Thank you!

Ft e

s C.

February 2014
Y., )Yy Cten . nd™ ¥
WELBA"? C- >t
2 February 13, 9:30 am,

Febr uarwS b S@mMfhne
du Maurier.

- A The unnamed narrator is a young
A _q —7) American girl who accepts the mar-

riage proposal of a wealthy, forty-
something Englishman named Max-

i

im de Winter.

They go to live in his isolated mansion, Manderley, on
the windswept Cornish coast. Maxim’s first wife, Re-
becca, died in a boating accident near there. The sinis-
ter housekeeper, Mrs. Danners, attempts to undermine
the new wife by comparing her to the beautiful Rebec-
ca. A novel full of suspense that has been in print since
1938.

What we are
Moyes. Questions? Contact Jan Nuss at 356-1298 or
jannuss3@sbcglobal.net. New members are always
welcome!
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Lenten Services:

Wednesdays at 7 pm, March 12—April 9. The services
will be preceded by soup suppers at 5:30 pm and Len-
ten study at 6 pm.

Ash Wednesday Worship (with HC):

March 5 at 7 pm.

Maundy Thursday Worship (with HC):
April 17 at 7 pm.

Good Friday Worship: April 18 at 7 pm.

Easter Sunday Worship (with HC):
April 20 at 8:00 and 10:30 am.
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THANKG !

Dear Friends,

The success of the annual Habitat
Garage Sale fundraiser depends so
much on a reliable venue, and we
want to give you our gratitude for
making that possible. Good Shep-
herd has been so generous to us these past years, and
we hope you know how important that is to us.

Well wishes and many thanks,
— The Uni High Habitat Club

ef
LONG RMINSGIEI

The newly formed Long Rang Mission
Team held its first meeting January 8. The
team will be working on a holistic mission
plan for GSLC . Members of the team in-
clude Jim Hack, Kara Greer, Don Block,
Rob Murphy, Brianna and Ryan LaPlant,
Bob Clark, Pastor Tom and chair Amy
Chamley.

o PI -

The team will be using the Book of Acts, the story of the
early church as its bible study. Please pray for this team as
they begin their work, that they may be about Gods will
and that they be guided by the Holy Spirit.

ef
Pnearm SDEFPEWMYED U.

With the military downsizing of troops
in Afghanistan comes the downsizing of
the availability of goods in the commis-
sary. There are items that soldiers
would love to have but are not availa-
ble. My son, Chief Warrant Officer An-
drew McCowen, is currently stationed
in Afghanistan. He reports that there is
need for non-perishable food items to
have available in their rooms since often the mess hall is
closed before or after their missions. Sometimes they
have to go without meals. Following are a few grab-and-
go items you might consider.

W Beef Jerky
w Otis Spunkmeyer pre-packaged individually wrapped

(
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~

muffins
W Pepperidge Gold Fish
W Licorice Sticks

W To Go (the new plastic individual) applesauce contain-
ers

w Cookies
w Nutrition Bars, such as Nature Valley
w Ziplock baggies for storage of leftovers

The packages can be sent to:

/ 2 H aOl 26Sysz | yRNB S
/[ xmnm ¢C [ AD
'thX !'9 ndopn

The best way to ship is to use the US Postal Service flat
D rate boxes. You will need to fill out a form that list con-
tents.

Thank you for considering the needs of our military in this
way. Questions? Please contact Nancy McCowen.

C., .nz tBsB
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In their January
meetings, the Executive
Team and the church
Council made the deci-
sion to begin to email
the{ KSLIKSNRQ3
The council felt the easi-
est R tOrAKE the { O Nalxifatile on line would be
by a link accessible on the Thursday Shout Out. The
{ O NaRll tohtinue to be available on the church’s
web site at www.gslc-cu.org.

Printed copies of the { O NaBll fiof be going away!
Printed copies will be available in the narthex and if
you wish to receive a copy in the mail please contact
the church office to be placed on the mailing list. We
want to keep you informed! The plan is to begin
sending the link to the { O NHe April 3rd Shout
Out.

Besides being the “green” thing to do, our goal is to
manage both labor and costs. Please feel free to call
the church office or speak with any member of the
Executive Team with any questions.

J7
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Past Th Hillert Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

F= 1] 10 TR omas Hillertz 2101 5 Prospect Ave NONROFI [T
Pastor Emeritus................ Edward D. Schneider Champaign, IL 61820 ORGANI ZA|TI ON
Youth & Family Minister................. Jason Fisher www.gslc-cu.org u. sS. POSTAGE
Parish Assistant........cccceevevvervecniennns Yvona Vlach PAI D

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED i

Office Assistant.......ccceceeeeeeeececnenne Kellie Olsen Q Per mit F180

Parish Nurses Celeste Coverdill

Elizabeth Kakoma
................................................. Linda Pein
..................................... Jill Crandall

Dana VanDeveer

Organist
Choir Director
Treasurer

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday: 7:30 am to 3:30 pm
(Lunch Noon—1 pm)

Fridays: 7:30 am to Noon

The deadline for the Ma r £ © NsPrdedday,
February 18, at Noon.

The deadline for bulletins/announcements is
Wednesday at Noon, each week.
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The food pantry is in need of PB & jelly,
pancake mix and syrup, instant and ground
coffee, tea, sugar, salt, pasta sauce,
canned fruits, veggies and soups, chili, tu-

na, mayonnaise, cooking oil, cold & hot
cereals, dish soap, and bath soap.

¢CKIFyl @2dz G2 Iff D
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Pr- - fJREQUESTS

If you have prayer requests that you want includedonthep r ay e
¢ _h adomact Nicole Paul at 351-1032. Names to be included in
theSUn¥Yay ann @ lbesubnitedby entacting the

S qurehioffice atgS3-13gor SRS S 5 o
Hospitalized? Pl e aifsy® orafnily metn-h e

ber is in the hospital. You or a family member need to notify us di-
rectly, as hospital staff do not normally call clergy.

UPCOMEN® 3t m/ C, “n ¢
Property Tuesday, 62/340 p
Evangel i sTmesday, 72/040 p
Long Rangdgleu eRsldaany , 72/040 p
Youth Sunday, 2/1165
Counci | Tuesday, 72/0101 p
Wor shi p & uMusdiacy , 62/0108 p
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